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Ans. Theosophy in its teachings and ethics, though not
in name, is as old as man, but the word " Theosophy " is
said to date from the third century A.D. when the Eclectic
Theosophical System, which later on developed into Neo-
Platonism, was started by Ammonius Saccas and his dis-
ciples in Alexandria, though Diogenes Laertius attributes
that system to an Egyptian priest in the early days of the
Ptolemaic dynasty.

The Theosophical Society as such was founded by
Madame H. P. Blavatsky and Colonel H. S. Olcott at
New York, on i7th November, i875 A.D. In the beginning
people not only did not appreciate, but even opposed this
really useful movement which is designed for the spiritual
uplift of humanity.

Q. But how can you prove the usefulness of Theosophy ?
Ans. The usefulness of Theosophy lies in the true con-
ception of the Plan of God, in the proper understanding
of the purpose of life, in the sure confidence in Divine
Justice, in the mental and emotional consolation, in the
absolute freedom from helplessness and hopelessness, in
the utter absence of fear and worry and in the opportunity
of intelligent and willing co-operation with the Divine
Plan and of quick attainment of the goal of human life.
But the test of its usefulness lies in its adoption by sensible
and intelligent people, in the consequent improvement of
their conduct in daily life, and in its gradual permeation
of world literature.  The Theosophical Society, once
started, went on expanding through its numerous
branches in different parts of the world and still does
so. No other system of thought whatsoever has made
such rapid progress throughout the world amongst
people of different religions during a period of a little
over fifty years.